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Managing Wildlife 
IS IT BETTER TO MANAGE WILDLIFE BY EMOTION OR SCIENCE?
By The Guide Outfitters Association Of BC

HOOKS & 
BULLETS

Essential Information and Industr y News.

EMOTIONAL TOPICS receive media 
time – intentionally shocking us 
into a response to grab our atten-
tion. Wildlife management is an easy 
target because it involves complex, 
emotional, life-and-death decisions. 
Plenty of fodder there!

Recently, hunting, trapping and wild-
life management have been in the me-
dia too much, for the wrong reasons. 

To give you a quick overview, on Feb. 
3, Larry Pynn’s article, Trophy Hunters 
Could Threaten the Social Acceptability of 
Hunting, was published in Hakai Maga-
zine. The article referenced a new study 
led by Chris Darimont, Large carnivore 
hunting and the social licence to hunt. Chris 
is a biologist at University of Victoria 
and the science director for the Rain-
coast Conservation Foundation. The 
article also quoted BCWF board mem-
ber Jesse Zeman and the study he wrote 
in October 2009, A Review of BC’s LEH 
System: Examining Resident Hunter Satis-
faction and LEH’s impact upon Recruitment 
and Retention.

A few days later, Jacine Jadresko, a 

Victoria-based hunter/trapper, threw 
fuel on the fire when she announced 
through social media her intention to 
remove an entire wolf pack. While we 
understand her need to defend herself, 
once the post was made, it was out there 
for the world to see.

Then, on Feb. 10, Premier John Hor-
gan was confronted by reporter Justine 
Hunter, in his live media availability, 
referencing Jadresko’s statement and 
asking, “As far as I can tell, this is legal, 
but I wonder what your thoughts are at 
their social license for that kind of hunt-
ing here on the island.”

Next up, on Feb. 15, Pacific Wild’s 
animal rights lawyer Rebeka Bredner 
was on the CKNW Mike Smyth Show, 
challenging the legality of shooting 
wolves from aircraft. The next day, she 
was back on the show again, this time 
in debate with Jesse Zeman regarding 
grizzly bear hunting.

All this jockeying was a wonderfully 
orchestrated show intended to shock 
and awe—and manipulate those unin-
formed about wildlife management in P
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Grizzly bears are a hot 
topic of debate in BC.
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BC—apparently with the aim to stop all 
predator hunting.

The Guide Outfitters Association of 
BC (GOABC) stands against anti-hunt-
ing organizations who masquerade as 
science or conservation organizations 
to manipulate the public to further 
their agendas. Such organizations de-
velop papers and fund science to create 
outcomes to match their agenda to end 
all hunting in BC. Such propaganda is 
intended to stir the emotions and sway 
people away from decisions based on sci-
entific facts. While everyone is entitled 
their own opinions, no one is entitled 
their own facts.

The facts are, BC is home to 18 big-
game species, co-existing in a complex 
predator-prey dynamic, on a landscape 
that has been significantly impacted by 
humans in the name of “progress.” Vir-
tually all changes humankind has made 
on the landbase have favoured preda-
tors, while disadvantaging prey. All 
hunting and trapping in BC is heavily 
regulated, including predator hunting, 
and the province takes a conservative ap-
proach where only sustainable hunts are 
allowed. Both means of harvest help to 
control populations that have no natural 
predators and easily burgeon out of con-
trol, having devastating consequences 
on other species.

Another fact—there are consequences 
for all our decisions, both good and bad, 
and choosing not to make a decision is 
still a decision. When it comes to wild-
life, a hands-off approach is not the solu-
tion. It’s a lot like driving your car down 
the highway at 100 kilometers per hour 
with your eyes closed, allowing the car 
to “rebalance itself.” It’s reckless and just 
plain stupid.

As an organization, the GOABC is 
dedicated to sustainability and advo-
cates that all wildlife and habitat deci-
sions in this province be made based on 
sound science and best management 
practices. Wildlife is simply too valuable 
a resource to be managed based upon 
emotion and rhetoric.

As individual hunters, we all need to 
be mindful of the words and pictures we 
post on social media. Although we’ll nev-
er see everyone fully understand how we 
can care so deeply for something we also 
hunt, at the very least, let’s avoid pouring 
fuel on the fire.  ✖

Accurate Catch Data Vital For Future 
Opportunities 
BC COURT OF APPEAL OVERTURNED RECENT FAVOURABLE DECISION
By Rob Alcock, Sport Fishing Institute

HOOKS &  
BULLETS

Essential Information and Industr y News.

THE 2021 SEASON is well underway 
and while no one would say things are 
back to normal, it is shaping up to be a 
more active year than last for the sport 
fishing community on BC’s coast.

Early season fishing was solid and 
showed promise for the heart of the sea-
son, but the uncertainty due to the pan-
demic and how the 2021 fishing plans 
for the public fishery were announced 
by DFO make it hard to predict what 
opportunities look like at the time of 
this writing.

Regardless of opportunities or re-
strictions adopted by DFO for 2021, 
the plans must reflect a comprehensive 
strategy to enhance stocks, rehabilitate 
habitat, address predator issues from 
specific seal and sea lion populations 
that have habituated to estuaries, and 
to develop and begin implementation 
of marking all hatchery fish released 
in BC river systems. More chinook 
salmon on spawning beds, combined 
with an effort to make more enhanced 

and hatchery stocks available through 
marking (adipose fin clipping), will 
allow for additional chinook harvest 
and better protect wild stocks in years 
to come.

As questions are posed regarding the 
impacts of fisheries on all stocks, it is 
increasingly clear that DFO requires 
and is seeking greater accountability 
and catch monitoring from all resource 
harvesters. Acknowledging and ad-
dressing gaps is important work the 
public fishery needs to be an active par-
ticipant in. Better accounting of public 
fishery catch will help to sustain access 
and provide indication of where oppor-
tunity may need to change or can be re-
established or newly provided. A lack of 
catch data always risks the imposition 
of a precautionary approach. Better 
monitored and understood fisheries 
are important for effective resource 
management and to identify sustain-
able fishery opportunities.

The public fishery been involved in 

The 2021 fishing season is 
underway, and it’s shaping up to be 

a better season than 2020.
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