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Some of BC’s 245 
guide territories.

Crisis Equals Opportunity 
HOW TO WIN THE HUNTING LOTTERY
Submitted by the Guide Outfitters Association Of BC

THE WORD “CRISIS” in Japanese is made 
up of two characters – one meaning 
“danger” and the other, “opportunity” 
– a great reminder that no matter how 
bad things get, there is always an oppor-
tunity to be gleaned.

The COVID-19 pandemic and related 
measures to control its spread have al-
tered the routines of our lives in count-
less ways. One unique opportunity that 
now presents itself is the chance for resi-
dent hunters to beat the LEH.

As you know, hunting in BC is highly 
regulated and controlled according to 
the carrying capacity of the land, wild-
life populations, harvest rates and the 
requirements of First Nations. What you 
may not know is how outfitting works in 
relation to that and how it ultimately ben-
efits the residential hunting community.

Outfitting began in the late 1800s 
when the world’s hunting fraternity first 
learned that BC hosted some of North 
America’s most magnificent big-game 
populations. The Tahltan First Nations 

hunters in Telegraph Creek responded 
by initiating guiding services to meet the 
demand for quality hunting excursions. 
Over time, the industry has evolved sig-
nificantly. Although residents of BC are 
free to hunt on Crown land, non-resident 
hunters must employ a licensed outfitter 
to guide them on their hunt. This ensures 
adherence to government regulations 
and the highest standards of respect for 
the wild places and wild things.

Outfitters in BC are tied to their areas 
and are restricted to the number of each 
species they are permitted to harvest 
from their region. Any animal that is 
on LEH for resident hunters is on quota 
for outfitters. As a result, outfitters are 
deeply invested and know their terri-
tories well. A helpful analogy is that of 
cattle ranching. Ranchers have a “patch 
of grass” they’ve invested in. They are 
mindful of the carrying capacity of that 
piece of land – that is, the number of 
cattle their area can support in a healthy 
way. Healthy for the animals and healthy 
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Born and raised on Vancouver Island, Steve French began his 
career in 1985 professionally guiding the local waters of Vancouver 
Island. Similar to only a select few other sport fishing professionals, 
Steve has had the privilege of fishing and guiding some of the most 
beautiful Westcoast waters our province has to offer. From Victoria 
to Langara Island in the Haida Gwaii, Steve worked these waters 
hard and focused on starting a new venture called Seawind 
Fishing Adventures. In 1999, Seawind Fishing Adventurers 
began and quickly became recognized as one of the top 
Westcoast independent guides services in Port Renfrew 
and beyond. Today, Steve and his 27’ Northwest 
Aluminum powered by twin Mercury 300hp 
SeaPro’s continue to get his customers on the 
water efficiently and safely.

POWER UP 
LIKE 
THE PROS.
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Recent Announcement A Disappointment 
DFO SEEMS TO BE YIELDING TO PRESSURES NOT CONSERVATION RELATED
By Rob Alcock, Sport Fishing Institute
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LOOKING BACK to the same time last 
year, there was a degree of optimism 
that we would be emerging from CO-
VID restrictions and activities and busi-
ness would be getting back to normal. 
As all know, that line of thinking did 
not last and the continuation of our 
challenges and restrictions due to the 
pandemic carried on and are likely still 
impacting us all through the summer 
months of 2021. Vaccinations are being 
administered with increasing speed and 
it appears that by August many or even 
most Canadians will be fully vaccinated. 
The hope is that this will see a return to 
more normal levels of activity, travel and 
business across the board.

And while there is some cause for op-
timism that this summer finds British 
Columbians able to get out on the wa-
ter and fish with guides or at favourite 
destinations, the chinook retention op-
portunities for the south coast did not 
fare as well, particularly in the early part 
of this season. The careful and precau-
tionary Sport Fishing Advisory Board 
proposal developed in 2020 with DFO 
data that would allow for retention of 
marked chinook in areas of the south 
coast where it was clear that either a 
high proportion of marked hatchery 
fish were present or 30 years of DFO 
data indicated that very few or no Fra-
ser River stocks of concern were present 
was mostly rejected by the department 
in mid-May. The hope and reasonable 
expectation were that DFO’s approval 
of the SFAB proposal would finally sig-

nal a willingness of the department to 
utilize historical data and proper and 
thorough review and consultation to 
arrive at decisions that would provide 
a minimum of opportunity for the 
COVID and previous-year-chinook-re-
striction-hobbled south coast chinook 
fishery. Instead, a late Fishery Notice, all 
the details necessary to arrive at a deci-
sion had been in hand for a year and re-
viewed in plenty of time for April, came 
out in mid-May. The announcement 
approved a very few of the proposal op-
tions and offered only a weak indication 
that additional mark selective fishery 
options and supporting activities, like 
mass marking and hatchery enhance-
ment work, would be adopted into the 
future. Considering recent federal bud-
get announcements supporting salmon 
and salmon fisheries in the Pacific, we 
are now left hoping that between the 
time of writing and you reading this 
that there will be additional informa-
tion provided by DFO that expands on 
the budget announcements and action 
on MSF plans. I say this as the mid-May 
announcement was both extremely dis-
appointing, damaging and contrary to 
what has been heard from the Fisheries 
Minister in recent times, that the public 
fishery is important to developing ocean 
economies and the values of the public 
fishery are known and understood to 
benefit struggling coastal businesses 
and communities. DFO’s May decision 
was the opposite of recognition of those 
values and did not address conservation 

DFO’s recent announcement was 
less than SFI had been hoping for.
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for the habitat. The long-term sustain-
ability and thus viability of the ranch 
is based on the rancher maintaining a 
healthy balance.

Outfitting is like cattle ranching in ma-
ny ways – and different in others. Similar 
in that outfitters invest significant finan-
cial capital to acquire a “patch of grass” 
– in their case, a guide territory. Ninety-
four per cent of BC is Crown land, which 
has been divided into 245 guide territo-
ries. Investing in one gives the outfitter 
the exclusive right to guide non-resident 
hunters in the pursuit of big game in that 
specific area. BC residents are still free 
to hunt there.

Because outfitters have invested fi-
nancially – and many for multiple gen-
erations – they are closely tied to their 
areas. They often live in or near them 
and become acutely aware of the animal 
species that live there, their behaviours, 
their habits and their health. They are 
typically on the land more than anyone 
else, and thus in a unique position to ob-
serve what impacts wildlife, either posi-
tively or negatively, such as weather, fire, 
habitat disruption (through resource 
extraction such as logging, mining, 
oil and gas, etc.), predation and hunt-
ing pressure. Inherently stewardship 
minded, this translates into outfitters 
making decisions that lead to the wild-
life resource being properly respected 
and managed – and ensuring their cli-
ents a good chance for success.

BC outfitters are known internation-
ally for proving safe, professional and 
successful hunts. Before COVID, outfit-
ters were usually booked multiple years 
in advance. However, the US-Canada 
border has now been closed to non-
essential travel for over 15 months. This 
is bad for outfitters, but where we get to 
the big opportunity that now exists for 
resident hunters.

You may now have access to one of 
those epic, backcountry hunts that were 
previously booked long before you could 
get to them. So too, if you find yourself 
unsuccessful in being drawn for an LEH 
species this year, an outfitter may have 
quota available and the means to take 
you on the adventure of a lifetime.

Check out our members on our website, 
www.goabc.org/members-directory, 
and start planning today!  ✖
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