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WE FIND OURSELVES in the connected age 
where the pace of progress is increasing ex-
ponentially. Social polarization is rife and, 
because of it, the hunting environment is 
changing rapidly. As hunters, we must pay 
attention, make smart decisions and evolve 
to adapt and survive.

The BC provincial election took place on 
Oct. 24, with half a million mail-in ballots 
snail-mailing their way be counted. It re-
sulted in a win for the New Democrat Party 
(NDP). Prior to this election, the NDP had 
been ruling in a minority government co-
alition with the Green Party, diluting their 
power. Now a sole proprietor, it will be in-
teresting to see what they do with a clear 
mandate. Regardless of who has been as-
signed to the main ministries we interface 
with, we know that a period of intense rela-
tionship building and adaptation lies ahead 
for the Guide Outfitters Association of BC 
(GOABC) leadership team. 

During the leadership debate, NDP leader 
and Premier John Horgan referred to the 
Indigenous people of our province when 
he stated, “We are on their land.” This har-
bingers the additional power that will be 
given to First Nations in the years ahead. 
The BC Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples Act (DRIPA), closely aligned 
with The United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 
will continue to have a powerful influence 
on the future of all government decisions.

To this end, we congratulate those of our 
members who participate in the First Nations 
Guide Mentoring Program, now in its second 
year. Through GOABC’s support, several out-
fitters have been able to start and/or enhance 
positive ongoing relationships with their local 
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First Nations. The purpose of the program 
is to improve wildlife management, foster 
co-operation, opportunity and capacity on 
the land, and assist with reconciliation. 

We are encouraged by the NDP’s com-
mitment to continue moving forward with 
the Together for Wildlife initiative started 
in 2018, and the $10 million earmarked for 
wildlife and habitat. What in the past has 
been a traditional stakeholder union of the 
BC Wildlife Federation, BC Trappers As-

sociation and the GOABC has expanded 
to include various environmental non-
governmental organizations. This change 
produces both challenge and opportunity. 
We can no longer only be friends with those 
who agree with us on every point. For the 
sake of BC’s habitat and wildlife, we must 
build relationships with unlikely allies. 

Post-COVID, adapting to the changing en-
vironment will be more critical than ever to 
the success of hunting and outfitting in BC. ✖


