
 
 
 

SCI and SCIF Position on Predator Management 
 
Safari Club International and Safari Club International Foundation (SCI and SCIF) are leaders in 
advocating for the freedom to hunt and science-based wildlife management. SCI has been 
involved in numerous lawsuits defending state and federal recovery efforts and delisting 
decisions for predators, states’ authority to manage wildlife, and the freedom to hunt. SCIF 
likewise has supported research regarding large carnivore populations and predator-prey 
interactions across North America and around the world. Wildlife management should ensure 
sustainability of species, habitat and associated human values. With this background of 
leadership and expertise, SCI and SCIF together:  
 

ACKNOWLEDGE the public interest and media attention given to hunting of large 
carnivores, particularly wolves, grizzly bears, black bears, mountain lions, and coyotes 
and therefore the need to disseminate accurate information related to predator 
management; 

 
RESPECT the important role that predators play in their ecosystems and the range of 
wildlife values associated with these species including naturalistic, existential, utilitarian, 
spiritual, and conservation; 
 
EMPHASIZE, however, that large carnivores are not exempt from the public trust 
doctrine that underlies the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation and support 
legal regulated hunting of predators as a legitimate recreational opportunity that 
provides public value and should be preserved;  
 
UNDERSTAND that sustainable predator hunting can be part of prey population 
management including big game species such as white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, 
moose, pronghorn, caribou, mountain goats, and wild sheep;  
 
SUPPORT foremost the use of the best available science and transparent processes for 
quota setting, harvest objectives, or population targets, and other such data that result 
in sustainable wildlife populations that address all human values;  
 
ACCEPT that predator hunting can be an effective tool to reduce or mitigate human-
wildlife conflict and that the efficacy of these programs may vary depending on the 
environment, species, or location involved but should be part of science-based 
management plans that ensure the sustainability of wildlife populations while also 
considering human co-existence.  
 



 
 
 
RECOGNIZE the critical role that the U.S. Endangered Species Act has played in 
restoration of the gray wolf and grizzly bear, but also the need for these species to be 
managed holistically and in consultation with international partners, state and provincial 
management authorities, private landowners, tribal interests, and other stakeholders; 
 
RECOMMEND that large carnivores are best managed by the responsible state, 
provincial, territorial, or tribal wildlife agencies, particularly when a species such as the 
gray wolf or grizzly bear has fully met established recovery goals and management 
authority is transferred pursuant to relevant federal laws; 
 
ENCOURAGE robust predator hunting opportunities including diverse harvest methods 
that support established local traditions, concepts of fair chase, and accomplishment of 
management objectives, where applicable and in accordance with the laws and 
regulations of the specific jurisdiction;  
 
CELEBRATE the successful recovery of many predator species across various parts of the 
North American landscape; and 
 
PLEDGE our continued support for legal regulated hunting as a management tool for 
large carnivore conservation. 
 
 

Safari Club International is a 501(c)(4) membership-based organization that protects the 
freedom to hunt and promotes wildlife conservation worldwide.  
 
Safari Club International Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that ensures the 
future of wildlife through conservation, education, and hunting.  


