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NEWS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Date: April 1, 2016 
 
 
RE:  Grizzly Bear Science 
 
 
Today the bear hunting season opens. This typically coincides with significant media attention 
regarding the hunt. Lately there has been considerable attention given to grizzly bears in the 
media.  There are divergent opinions respecting how grizzly bears should be managed, but it is 
certainly fair to say that all parties (whether you hunt bears or not) share a desire to see this 
species thrive in British Columbia.   
 
It is critical to ensure that the debate is pursued on a course of knowledge, and not along detours 
that only provide partial insights or misconceptions.  It is in an effort to help ensure a balanced 
discussion, the Guide Outfitters Association of British Columbia (GOABC) would like to provide 
some background to aid in answering questions you may have.  
 
Science vs. Emotion 
Many people who reside in urban areas have never been exposed to the vital role hunting plays 
in effective wildlife management.  Some have suggested that leaving nature untouched will allow 
wildlife to thrive on its own.  This may have been true in the past, but it no longer applies in our 
heavily populated and constantly developing province.  The interface along which wildlife and 
people now interact is becoming increasingly crowded and complex.  Wildlife and the habitats 
that support them exist and thrive today based on the level of stewardship humans provide.   
 
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the United Nations’ 
environmental agency responsible for giving best conservation advice to the world community, 
has stated that sustainable use of wildlife is an important conservation tool because “the social 
and economic benefits derived from such use provide incentives for people to conserve them.”  
Very similar remarks were by the Grizzly Bear Independent Scientific Panel in 2003: “An ironic 
benefit of harvesting is that it prompts agencies to conduct research and monitoring that they 
otherwise might not do; some non-harvested bear populations may be in jeopardy from human-
imposed alterations to their habitat but monitoring of these populations is often inadequate.” 
 
Research completed by highly qualified experts over the past 20 years has consistently indicated 
that there are between 14,000-16,000 grizzly bears in BC.  Hunters only take 250 to 350 bears 
per year – a sustainable level that poses no conservation threat, especially considering that 
harvest is heavily biased towards mature males.  It is illegal to shoot any bear under the age of 2 
years old, or any bear in its presence.  Areas that cannot sustain a hunt are closed – currently 
this is 35% of the province. 
 
It is important to separate the science from the emotion on this issue.  Regardless of how a 
person may feel about the grizzly bear hunt, biologists have worked to ensure the hunt is tightly 
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controlled, sustainable, and based on the best available science.  We can say with certainty that 
the grizzly bear hunt is one of the most closely monitored hunts in North America. 
 
International Authorities 

 Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
In 2003 the International Association for Bear Research and Management assisted the 
provincial government in developing a Grizzly Bear Independent Scientific Panel comprised 
of some of North America’s top wildlife scientists to review BC’s management of grizzly 
bears.   Their report made recommendations for improvement, but was supportive of BC’s 
approach to grizzly bear management and continued hunting opportunities.   

 

 Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) 
COSEWIC listed grizzly bears as a species of “Special Concern” in 1991, which indicates that 
they are neither threatened nor endangered, but are sensitive to changes in habitat.  This 
status was reconfirmed again in 2002 and 2012. 
 

 International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
The Bear Specialist Group for the IUCN has designated grizzly bears as a species of “Least 
Concern” – the lowest possible category for IUCN listed species.  The IUCN believes that 
sustainable use, including hunting, is a fundamental pillar of conservation.  
 

 Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wildlife Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
Originally established in 1963, CITES is an agreement between 180 governments to ensure 
that international trade of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival.  Grizzly 
bears are listed in CITES Appendix II.  This means they are not threatened with extinction, but 
experts feel that trade must be controlled to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival.   

 
Conclusion 
BC’s grizzly bear populations are healthy and their range is expanding as a result of strong 
science-based management.  Recent studies confirmed a conservative population estimate of 
14,000-16,000 grizzly bears in the province.   When there is a surplus of grizzly bears, a 
controlled harvest is an important part of effective grizzly bear and habitat management.   
 
For more information please contact Scott Ellis at ellis@goabc.org or 604-541-6332.  
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